
Rome's Great Aqueducts

The table below contains information about the 11 aquae that served Rome.  They appear in the order in which they were built (see mnemonic below).  The four with green backgrounds were constructed during the Republic; those in yellow, during the reign of Augustus; and those in purple, later during the Empire.  The gray areas contain information that is not found in either Harold W. Johnston's Private Life of the Romans or Mary Johnston's Roman Life.  Links are to webpages of Jason Moyer's student research project (Bowdoin College, '97).  Below the table is a Italian map of the 11 aqueducts. 

To remember the 11 aquae in order, try the mnemonic "After old aunt Marcia's temperature jumped, Virginia and another niece, Claudia, tried aspirin."  Old aunt refers to Anio Vetus; another niece, Anio Novus. 

	Aqua
	Year
	Person(s)
	Nota Bene
	Links

	Appia
	312 BC
	App. Claudius Caecus
	underground except for 300 feet;
total length was 16.2 km (10 miles) *
	More

	Anio Vetus
	272 BC
	M'. Curius Dentatus
& Fulvius Flaccus
	all but 221 passus were underground;
called Vetus after Aqua Anio Novus built
	More

	Marcia
	140 BC §
	Q. Marcius Rex
	first high level aqueduct;
brought cold water to Capitoline hill;
restored in 1870 as Acqua (Marcia-)Pia 
	More

	Tepula
	125 BC
	C. Servilius Caepio &
L. Cassius Longinus
	so named for its tepid water
	More

	Iulia
	33 BC
	Agrippa
	it's waters mixed with those
of the Aqua Tepula
	More

	Virgo
	19 BC
	Agrippa
	restored by Pius V in 1570 as Acqua Vergine
	More

	Alsietina
	2 BC
	Augustus
	provided water for Augustus' naumachia
	More

	Anio Novus
	52 AD
	Caligula began,
Claudius completed
	Both completed by Emperor Claudius,
who dedicated them on August 1st 52 BC
	More

	Claudia
	52 AD
	Caligula began,
Claudius completed
	Both completed by Emperor Claudius,
who dedicated them on August 1st 52 BC
	More

	Traiana
	109 AD
	Trajan
	restored (by Paul V) in 1611 as Acqua Paola
	More

	Alexandrina
	~226 AD
	Alexander Severus
	its springs were used (by Sixtus V)
in 1585 for the Acqua Felice
	More

	*Harold & Mary Johnston state that it was 11 miles in length.
§ The OCD (p. 133) gives 144 BC as the date for Aqua Marcia.
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